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Vancouver Island Reconnaissance Trip 2017 

Report written by Fiona Dunbar and Sarah Green 

Photographs by Fiona Dunbar and Sarah Green 

 

 

 

Day one 16th August  Arrival on Vancouver Island 

Our flight landed on time and having picked up the car we headed across town to the ferry for 

Vancouver Island. There was quite a good sort of little shopping mall at the ferry terminal where we 

had lunch, and browsed the outdoor clothing and gift shops. The ferry crossing is two hours and 

cetaceans and pelagic birds are possible  scarce. We saw a few California and Glaucous-winged Gulls, 

Brandt’s and Pelagic Cormorants, and then settled in the café for coffees and hot chocolates.  We 

were first car off and drove to Campbell River – having taken an afternoon ferry it was too late to get 

to Telegraph Cove. (The 2018 tour will go on a morning ferry.) 

Day two 17th August  Elk Falls Provincial Park and an evening Whale-watching Boat Trip 

We had a great deal to fit in so an early start saw us in Elk Falls Provincial Park before nine am. The 

road took us through mixed forests, the verges were coloured by large stands of Pearly Everlasting 

and Foxgloves, the latter two introductions from Europe.  The sea, when glimpsed, was calm and 

reflected blue skies, and the wooded hillsides were varied and often steep-sided, making for 

constantly changing and charming vistas as we drove. We stopped for a lovely White-tailed Deer and 

her spotted calf. 

The start of the trail had typical Canadian ample parking, an information centre and tidy long-drop 

toilets. Soon we were in a magnificent forest huge old-growth Douglas-firs, some 400 or more years 

old; towering, moss-covered trees.  Wavy-leaved Cottonmoss, Step moss & Oregon beaked moss 

Orca pod close to shore (Fiona Dunbar) 
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gave a rich green glow to the forest floor and trailing Cat-tail Moss Isothecium myosuroides to tree 

boles and branches.  Bigleaf Maple Acer macrophyllum were draped so completely with lichens and 

mosses that the bark was invisible; they carry a greater load of mosses and other species than any 

other tree in the region. The understorey was dominated by luxurious crowns of Sword Fern 

Polystichum munitum and other ferns such as rather splendid crowns of Deer or Hard Fern Blechnum 

spicant. The walk took us to Elk Falls itself, a stunning flow of white water falling ninety feet into a 

gorge.  The path was very well made and had solid wooden handrails and steps where needed, and a 

new metal suspension bridge crossed the river to one of several viewing platforms. The edges of the 

falls were home to ferns including the beautiful Maidenhair Fern Adenatum pedatum. As we 

followed one of the trails upstream, the large pools of clear water and further waterfalls were 

breath-taking, and although only a couple of kilometres our going was slow as the scenery was so 

stunning it had to be admired and explored, taking us past Moose Falls and Deer Falls. 

Then it was a couple of hours drive to get to our lovely Hidden Cove Lodge. Three kilometres off the 

main road down its own track, right on the edge 

of the sea in a quiet inlet; a beautiful spot. 

We settled into our gorgeous room and visited 

the dining room with its  stunning view out over 

the cove, backed by forested mountains.  There 

was time for a walk along the Lodge’s dock, 

looking down in to the crystal clear water, where 

kelp strands wafted and the odd crab and 

nudibranch could be seen. A further loop along a 

path lined by the heavily fruiting Salal took me to 

the shore line, strewn with trees smoothed by the 

sea into drift wood. Indigo Steller’s Jays were 

common, and a fresh Salal seed-filled bear poo 

had been left centrally on the path.  

By four in the afternoon we drove twenty minutes 

to Telegraph Cove, where we were to join our 

boat trip.  We had an information and safety talk 

from the crew before boarding the comfortable 

boat, which had a loo and tea, coffee and cookies 

were available for a small price.  

Telegraph Cove is a tiny place a few painted wooden buildings around a harbour. Historically it was 

the terminus for the telegraph line from Campbell River, and a fishing and logging village, only 

becoming accessible by road in 1956. Now there is a harbour for fishing and wildlife watching boats, 

a few little shops and a restaurant.  Heading out, the sea was like a millpond, and the stunning 

scenery was reflected in still waters. From the harbour onwards we were with Dahl’s porpoises 

throughout the trip. These playful and fastest of cetaceans are marked with similar black and white 

markings to orcas. The tiny but perfect rocky islets just out of the harbour had a group of spotty 

Common Seals hauled out – so picturesque.  

And then, only a few minutes later, we were next to two or three Humpback Whales. They were 

feeding, but as it is quite shallow here there was only a short time between each sequence of 

breaths and then a deeper dive, with a more curved back and fluke lifted in the air! Passing by 

another wooded island, a pair of Bald Eagles sat in beautiful Shore Pines draped with mosses.  The 

Our first Black Bear, by Hidden Cove Lodge, 

and covered in pollen (Fiona Dunbar) 
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Humpbacks were still visible, but we were headed towards a different shore. Wow. A family pod of 

thirty or more Orcas were travelling slowly together, resting, tightly grouped. The pod is known as 

the A 30 pod, named after the lead matriarch. These were the noisy, fish-eating Shore Orcas, as 

opposed to the Transient Orcas who feed on mammals, are more secretive and vocalise less. The 

third set are the Offshore Orcas; none of the three types interbreed. There was a whole range of 

sizes, from young calves to two or three large males – her eldest sons.  I lost all sense of time as we 

watched them, there was no rush. Small groups of Rhinocerous Auklets frequently flew or swam 

nearby in rafts, some with beaks stuffed with small silver fish. We were opposite the Orcalab set up 

by Dr. Paul Spong, one of the early Greenpeace members who physically blocked harpoon ships 

from firing at whales. The captain switched the boat’s engines off, and we gently drifted near the 

orcas, watching their movements and activities, and after a short while, getting the hang of 

correlating these with the bleeps and whistles we could hear from the underwater microphone. 

Magic. After some time, we returned to the close-by Humpback, watching a couple of individuals as 

they surfaced and blew, and after a sequence of breaths, dived deeper to feed, showing their flukes 

as they dived. Dahls porpoises were with us, the Orcas were still nearby, and there was a few 

Steller’s Sea Lions visible by the lighthouse! We returned to the Orcas again. Their behaviour had 

changed, they were now being more social, and were also hunting fish. There was a great increase in 

behaviour like spy-hopping, when the whole head rises vertically out of the water to take a look, fin-

waving and even breaching. The family group had been joined by a second family of Fish-eating 

Orcas, which was the reason for the increased social activity. Mates can only be sought from outside 

of the family… So we were now watching upwards of 60 individual Orcas in a millpond sea with the 

backdrop of Vancouver Islands rocky coasts, forests and mountains. A second spell of drifting 

without engines to listen to the calls was very interesting – the calls of the second family could be 

heard, with a distinctly different ‘accent’.  By now we had evening light and superb skies. Finally it 

was time to move away from the Orcas. Next we paused by three superb, huge, sleek Steller’s Sea 

Lions who we had fantastic views of swimming under the surface of the crystal clear water even 

when they were not eying us disdainfully. Steller’s Sea Lions are not much smaller than a Grizzly 

Bear. On the tour we will go into the museum at Telegraph Cove where there is an excellent display 

with seal and bear skulls side by side for comparison, amongst other things. Next the boat drew into 

a tiny bay where two islets almost met, where we could see a large Bald Eagle’s nest in a Western 

Hemlock tree. After a few 

moments Hazel called out 

‘there there! and pointed at an 

adult Bald Eagle perched low 

next to us. The last short stretch 

of the trip was punctuated by 

more Humpback whale blows 

and numerous Dahl’s Porpoises. 

After disembarking from the 

boat, we walked back along the 

docks past the restaurant which 

was barbecuing the large 

salmon that fishermen had only 

just been gutting and clearing a 

little further along the dock. It 

was sublime. 
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Day three  18th August  Knight Inlet Boat Trip  

I was doing this recce accompanied by my two daughters. My youngest came down with tonsillitis in 

the night, so she and I spent the morning at the nearby Port Mc Neil hospital getting sorted.  A few 

hundred metres from the hospital we saw a glossy female Black Bear and two cubs run across the 

road a few metres in front of us. The second cub returned for a quizzical look at us looking at him 

and then they were gone in to the shrubs. My Eldest daughter Sarah went out on the Knight Inlet 

trip, and wrote the report below. 

 

We left at 7:15 from our lovely cabin at Hidden Cove lodge and picked up two more people before 

we set off for Knight Inlet where we would hopefully see the Grizzly bears. The boat had plenty of 

room and an inside seating area where we sat for the journey to and from Knight Inlet (around 2 

hours). Outside there was a place to sit and a place to watch from the top of the boat. Breakfast was 

already there and there was plenty for everyone, yoghurts, fruit, cereal bars, fresh muffins, coffee 

and tea and juices. The weather was impeccable most of the time, however there was fog in the 

morning which had thankfully dispersed by the time we got to Johnstone Straight, which boasted 

some rather picturesque mountains, forests and small islands. About halfway along this expanse of 

water we promptly spotted a humpback whale precariously close to the shore of one of the islands. 

We were rewarded with a view of the whale surfacing two or three times before witnessing the tail 

appearing for a final dive. The guides were very knowledgeable about the area and informed us 

about the history of the people, wildlife and landscape. As we neared Knight Inlet the water turned 

to a mesmerising turquoise which the Tiderip tour leaders explained was due to the glacial 

silt.  When we arrived at Knight Inlet we disembarked onto a dock in the centre of the inlet where 

we transferred ourselves to a smaller boat which was easier to manoeuvre through the rivers at the 

edge of the inlet. When we got in to this boat we were told to wear life jackets  and they handed out 

pairs of binoculars to everyone to use.  We were lucky to see our first Grizzly Bear surprisingly 

quickly, only a few minutes away from the docks there was two boats who had obviously seen 

something. We were delighted to see a female Grizzly bear called spirit. She was remarkably close; 

perhaps only 15-20 metres away from the boat. There was also an abundance of swallows, several 

Belted Kingfishers and, as in most of Vancouver Island, Bald Eagles were a common sight. To follow 

Spirit we went down one of the rivers and from this vantage point we could see her crossing the 

Grizzly Bear, Knight Inlet (Sarah Green) 
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river. We saw one very far off grizzly and one with only its ears appearing above the long grass. 

Some of us saw one more across the river. After a while we returned to have a delicious buffet lunch 

after which we went back out on the smaller boat to see a mother and her cub. We left with time to 

see other things on the way back, namely Orcas. Not as many as before but close and surely an 

incredible end to the day. 

A kindly birder who had been on the same trip informed me that they had also seen Blue Heron and 

Brown-headed Cowbirds sitting on the reeds themselves.  

Sarah came back glowing from the 8 hour trip, and after freshening up, we went over for an 

excellent dinner in the Lodge’s dining room which looks out over the cove. A Bald Eagle flapped 

noisily past during the main course. It had been a long day and we retired to our lovely room early. 

...Which meant that when we spotted the Black Bear on the other side of the tiny inlet, we all rushed 

out to watch it in bare (bear) feet… This was the first ‘beach bear’ we were to see, making his way 

along the shoreline turning stones over in search of protein rich items such as crabs. He was very 

busy and we were able to quietly watch him for quite some time before he reached the end of the 

beach and ambled back into the forest. His thick glossy fur was heavily dotted with pine needles, 

sprinkled like hundreds and thousands all over his back. 

Day four  19th August   Zeballos 

As this was a shortened recce rather than a tour, we 

were up at 6am to drive to the remote settlement of 

Zeballos. Breakfast was consumed en route, and we 

learned early on that relying on sat nav was a no-go 

where logging roads are concerned. Back to the old-

fashioned paper map. Most of the route was along 

these wide gravel trails, very serviceable but rather 

lacking in signposts. Mostly we were in secondary 

growth forest, but the Yellow and Red Cedars, 

Western Hemlock and Red Alder were still pretty big 

all the same. We were now in much wilder 

countryside, with vertiginous mountains to which 

trees still grew on all but the very steepest slopes. The 

purply blue Steller’s Jays were very common. We 

arrived only a few minutes late for our 8 o clock 

departure, met by Lee, one of the two trainee guides 

who were hitching a ride on our boat today, Lindsay, 

and Dan who drove the boat and really, really knew 

where to go in it. There were Bald Eagles sitting on the 

pebbly estuary by the harbour, and once again we were blessed with a calm sunny day. We began 

with an amazing selection of Beach Bears, ie Black Bears foraging along the shore line. The first was 

quite skittish and moved off when he noticed us watching him – this is a remote area and the bears 

here are not necessarily familiar with humans. A second fantastic, glossy Black Bear took no notice of 

us at all and turned huge rocks over searching for food. The next three were in quick succession and 

close together. The first we spotted was a rangy teenager, walking quickly along the back of the 

beach along huge washed up trees along the high tide line before descending to the rocky beach to 

turn a number of stones over. He was frequently glancing over his shoulder, and it became apparent 

that he was moving away from a much larger battle-scarred alpha male further along the beach. A 

third, medium-sized bear put in a brief appearance in a grassy clearing to the right. Two more Beach 

Beach Bear (Sarah Green) 
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Bears, and then possibly my favourite. Hazel said that she had seen a bear –we were close to shore 

and the mystery object was in a little cove we had just passed. Hazel was sure and Dan reversed 

back to check it out. Indeed, there was a bear on a tiny beach backed by a huge drift tree with an 

enormous bleached root bole.  A nice group of SuIt was around now that the first Sea Otter was 

sighted – a lone swimmer, effortlessly swimming on his back and watching us with interest.  Several 

other singles and pairs quickly followed, all so much more manoeuvrable in the water than we were. 

Their fur was shiny and dark when emerging from the water, but almost instantly dried to caramel 

brown fluff in a matter of seconds. Sometimes you could see them nuzzling their chest – blowing air 

into the fur to warm up. Then a real treat. One Sea Otter seemed to be holding something – a 

purple, spiny sea urchin, which he clutched in his front paws as he swam on his back, watching us all 

the while, occasionally stopping to preen his fur or dip completely under the water for a few 

moments. 

 

Dan relaxedly pointed out a small raft of otters in front of us. Personally, I was beside myself with 

excitement. The boat moved slowly closer to the little group, and Lee pointed out a single otter that 

was making himself very obvious on the other side of the boat – a decoy to take our attention away 

from the raft. The little group were wrapped in strands of kelp, so that they can rest up or even sleep 

without drifting away. It is very interesting to note that Sea Otters had been hunted to extinction for 

their thick fur by the early 1900’s, and had been reintroduced in the 1970s. Several reintroductions 

of Alaskan Sea Otters were unsuccessful before a colony took and slowly began to grow. There are 

high hundreds of these creatures now, maybe a thousand. When the Sea Otters were exterminated, 

the kelp beds went too. The sea otter is a keystone species on this coast. That is, it exerts an effect 

on its community far greater in proportion to the actual numbers of otters living in the community. 

Its regulation of the sea urchin population is the sole reason the urchins do not decimate the kelp 

forests. When the otters were hunted to near extinction, the kelp forests, and the vast majority of 

the life living in them, vanished. Now that the sea otters have been reintroduced, the urchin 

population is once again regulated, and the kelp forests (the most productive ecosystem in the 

world) are once again taking hold on Vancouver Island’s west coast.  

We moved on in Nuchatlitz Inlet, whose name means ‘backed against the mountains’ in the local 

language. Birds became more common here, Black Oystercatchers flew past, along with Surf Scoter 

and Belted Kingfisher was seen too. Gulls included Californian, Mew and Glaucous -winged. The 

black backs of Harbour Porpoises surfaced from time to time around us.  

Then followed a sublime hour of drifting slowly by two large rafts – around forty animals in each – of 

Kelp-wrapped Sea Otters. I don’t know where to start describing this. It was an ‘Attenborough’ 

moment, a life-long wish to see these creatures, and it could not have been better. They are 

gorgeous, and, yes, cute and furry, though Lindsey assured me that I did not want to know what they 

Me and my Urchin (Fiona Dunbar) 
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got up to that ended up with noses being ripped off. The males can weigh as much as 99lb, and they 

are not much smaller than Harbour seals. 

 

After a home-cooked lunch at the Cedars Inn, we finally made it to our lovely, large homely room. 

Garter Snakes like to sun themselves on the steps in the garden, and the hotel is in a very peaceful 

spot. The little town originated as a gold mining base, and now employment comes largely from 

logging, fishing and  a little tourism.  

In the afternoon I went for a drive around with Lee and Lindsey. There was recent Beaver activity on 

the beaver ponds, with red chips of alder wood clearly visible. A Sooty Grouse walked shyly away 

from us up a side track, calling to her young chicks, one of which came into view.  We stopped at a 

high point by the road where we could see deep clear pools that would be full of salmon once the 

run started ( ie when the tour is planned for in September). A faint trail downstream took us to a 

gravel riffle, which would be a great place to see the salmon in the shallow waters as they made 

their way upstream, and for this reason also a place where Black Bears may be found waiting for 

lunch. A Peregrine Falcon perched in a tree. In the distance we could see a helicopter in the act of 

‘heli-logging’ – the modern way to lift cut timbers off inaccessible slopes. Black bears can also be 

seen catching salmon at the river inlet by the harbour after the salmon run starts – usually pretty 

reliably on the 18th of August. The shrubs here were a fine mix of berries – Salal, tasty Red 

Huckleberry, Himalayan Blackberry (introduced from India via England), Thimbleberry, Oval-leaved 

Blueberry. Vertical lines of drilled holes in tree bark were indications of Sapsuckers (woodpeckers) 

feeding,  and Fox Sparrows flitted past.  A last stop by a small estuarine bridge found a population of 

jewel-like large starfish – burgundy, orange and pink. Last thing before supper I set our trap cameras, 

and then settled in for a sociable meal with Lindsay and Lee and my girls. NB the trap camera was 

unfortunately unsuccessful, catching only human activity, although Bear, and less commonly Cougar 

activity is not uncommon around the settlement. After supper we took a last walk down to the 

village shop on the harbour, which has well–placed benches for looking out for wildlife. Various 

viewpoints were explored, (a lone Sea Otter was seen in the harbour) and we went a little way down 

one of the trails. There were clear signs of regular bear grazing, and seed pods from the fritillary 

Northern Rice Root Fritillaria camschatcensis that flowered in spring.  A pair of Bald Eagles were 

perched comfortably on logs on the beach. Last but not least, I spotted a bear on a rocky buff above 

the houses on the far side of the harbour. A mother and two playful cubs actively were moving 

around a dry grassy area, possibly feeding on crickets and we watched them scampering about for 

some time.  

Fabulous Sea Otters (Fiona Dunbar) 
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Day five 20th August  To Ucluelet  

Regretfully, after an early morning walk 

(Bald Eagles and Sea Otters in the 

harbour!)  we started along the logging 

road that connects Zeballos to tarmac 

and the rest of the island. I look forward 

to seeing our knowledgeable hosts 

Christine and Dan next year. Their 

grandson was telling us that a cougar had 

been seen from outside the shop a few 

days previously. We did not have time on 

this trip, but next time I will ask for the 

one-room museum to be opened up for 

the group – a fascinating There are many 

trails to stop at on the way, and we 

broke our journey with a short but impressive walk through some ancient forest, where the huge 

Red Cedars were interspersed with Western Hemlock, Large Leaf Maple and Arbutus trees with their 

strange peeling bark. We ate our picnic at the picnic tables under the trees and set off again. 

Our accommodation here was in the style of glamping at the back of a rocky shore. (The group will 

be staying in the rather gorgeous and luxurious Black Rock Oceanfront Resort which we checked out 

the following day) I mention only in passing that we had Bald Eagles swooping down and picking up 

salmon chunks right in front of us (a pair of eagles were raising two youngsters that were nearly 

ready to leave the nest a hundred metres from our tent), and a Black Bear foraging along the far side 

of the bay, as this is possible pretty much anywhere in this area.  

Day six 21st August  The Pacific Rim National Park. 

In the morning I drove towards Tofino 

and explored some of the superb trails 

of the Pacific Rim National Park.  I 

particularly liked one look that took me 

through some impressive, twisted 

forest carpeted with ferns down to a 

sandy cove. The scenery was quite 

stunning, on the quiet beach, with 

forested islands off shore trailing wisps 

of mist. Despite patches of  morning 

fog, I had managed to get a reasonable 

look at the solar eclipse mid morning! 

The boarded trail had well made steps 

down the steeper sections and made it 

possible to appreciate just how difficult navigation would have been before such trails existed, with 

huge fallen trees and thick undergrowth everywhere. There are many shipwrecks off this rocky 

coast, and ship-wrecked mariners who made it to land often did not survive as they were unable to 

make their way through the incredibly difficult terrain.  Once on the beach I made my way round a 

rocky shore pine topped outcrop which would be cut off at high tide. A pair of Common Loons were 

off-shore, and the rock pools had a stunning array of large often almost lime green anemones. A 

group of twenty or so Californian and Galucus Gulls sat on the beach. Lady Fern was of note in this 
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area, along with a large-leaved Coastal Polypody Polypodium scouleri associated with coastal 

environments.  Note to self: this would be a lovely spot for a picnic next year. 

Another trail I explored was round a sphagnum bog. The stunted and twisted Shorepines  in the 

moss made for surreal scenery, growing sideways instead of upwards because of the very poor 

growing conditions. Interesting plants such as Labrador Tea, Bog Laurel, Crowberry, Bog Cranberry, 

Sundew and Sweet Gale were all to be seen. I glimpsed a lovely Columbian Black-tailed Deer with a 

spotted calf just at the edge of the Muskeg forest. 

Day seven  22nd August   Pacific Rim National Park and home 

This morning we squeezed in a fantastic walk round the Amphitrite Lighthouse. This incredibly scenic 

walk took us round a spectacular headland, through contorted and twisted Red Cedars. These small 

coastal trees can be many hundreds of years old. I particularly liked the fragile remains of cedar 

boards  that  once surfaced a very early ‘road’ for horse-drawn carriages and early cars.  

There were frequent look out spots (from which sea watching can prove fruitful, with Gray, 

Humpback and Orca all possible, as well as Steller’s Sea Lions, Sea Otter, and Harbour Porpoise, but 

we did not have much time). Birds included the elegant Black Oystercatchers, Rhinoceros Auklets 

and Pigeon Guillemots. Heavily fruiting Salal and False Azalia made up much of the understory. Fungi 

were very good here as they had been in many of the woodlands; a towering, orange-yellow stack of 

Chicken-of-the-Woods was very eye-catching. We picnicked here and then went for a well–deserved 

cold drink at the lovely Fetch Restaurant at Black Rock.  

After lunch we headed back over to the west coast. We broke the journey at the superb if busy 

Cathedral Grove.  Admiring the towering Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar and Western Hemlock, it 

was easy to believe that the oldest trees here were eight hundred years old; some are 75m high and 

9m in circumference!  There were a few good birds, with a tiny Pacific Wren, equally tiny Golden-

crowned Kinglets and a Red-breasted Sapsucker.  

 

 

 

 

 

Humpback close to shore (Sarah Green) Black Bear leaving (Sarah Green) 
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Species List  One -  Mammals 

Red Squirrel   Tamiasciurus hudsonicus Scattered 

Beaver    Castor canadensis  Signs of recent  activity, Zeballos 

Black Bear   Ursus americanus   15 seen, almost daily! 

Grizzly (Brown) Bear  Ursos arctos   Five individuals, including a cub, watched 

 mostly grazing on sedges, fine extended  

views, Knight Inlet.  

Mink    Mustela vison   Road kill only 

Harbor Seal   Phoca vitulina    20 + Johnstone Straights, Zeballos 

White-tailed Deer  Odocoileus virginianus  Calf and hind 

Columbian Black-tailed deer Odocoileus hemionus columbianus Calf and hind 

Sea Otter   Enhydra lutris   80+ individuals seen extremely well, two  

       large rafts, one smaller and some lone  

       individuals. Zeballos 

Steller’s Sea Lion  Eumetopias jubatus  5 +, excellent views, seen swimming  

       Johnstone Strait 

California Sea Lion  Zalophus californianus  One individual, cooling off with fins sticking  

       out like sails, Zeballos 

Humpback Whale  Megaptera novaeangliae Several seen Johnstone Straits both days 

Killer Whale   Orcinus orca   80 + Seen on the first boat trip, also seen  

       very well on the return from Knight Inlet 

Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena  A few seen round harbours all boat trips 

Dall's Porpoise   Phocoenoides dalli  Seen frequently, often moving very fast,  

       Johnstone Straight 

Species List Two – a few plants 

Pteridophyta 

Ladyfern    Athyrium felix-femina   Elk Falls, Pacific Rim pp 

Deer Fern   Blechnum spicant   Often dominant rainforest understory 

Green Spleenwort   Asplenium viride 

Bracken   Pteridium aquilinum   scattered 

Stiff Clubmoss   Lycopodium annotinum 
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Coastal Polypody  Polypodium scouleri   Locally common, coastal sites 

Licorice Fern   Polypodium glycyrrhiza 

Maidenhair Fern  Adiantum pedatum   widespread 

Giant Horsetail   Equisetum telmateia 

Cupressaceae 

Western Redcedar  Thuja plicata 

Yellow Cedar   Chamaecyparis nootkatensis 

Pinaceae 

Shore  Pine   Pinus contorta ssp contorta 

Western Hemlock  Tsuga heterophylla 

Douglas Fir   Pseudotsuga menziesii 

Taxaceae  

Western Yew   Taxus brevifolia 

Aceraceae 

 Vine Maple   Acer circinnatum  

Big-leaf Maple   Acer macrophyllum   Common, huge multi-stemmed trees  

       covered in mosses 

Douglas Maple   Acer glabrum Elk Falls 

Apiaceae 

Queen Annes’ Lace  Daucus carota     introduced, verges 

 

Araliaceae  

Devil’s Claw   Opopanax horridus 

Asteraceae 

Yarrow    Achillea millefolium 

Pearly Everlasting  Anaphalis margaritacea 

Douglas Aster   Aster subspicatus   Elk Falls 

Oxeye Daisy   Leucanthemum vulgare   Roadsides 

Orange Agoseris  Agoseris aurantiaca   Zeballos 

Berberidaceae 

Dull Oregon Grape  Mahonia nervosa  
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Vanilla Leaf   Achlys triphylla 

Betulaceae 

Red Alder   Alnus rubra     Common, bark looks like silver birch with  

       moss patches 

Campanulaceae  

Harebell   Campanula rotundifolia 

Caprifoliaceae 

Sambuscus sp 

Snowberry   Symphoricarpos albus 

Cornaceae 

Bunchberry   Cornus canadensis  

Ericaceae 

Salal    Gaultheria shalon   Very common, favourite bear food 

Western Swamp Laurel  Kalmia microphylla 

Common Labrador Tea  Ledum groenlandicum 

Oval -leaved Blueberry  Vaccinium ovalifolium 

Red Huckleberry  Vaccinium parvifolium  Common, tasty! 

Evergreen Huckleberry  Vaccinium ovatum   still in flower, mostly in fruit Elk Falls 

Fabaceae 

Large-leaved Lupine  Lupinus polyphyllus    

Purple Peavine   Lathyrus nevadensus   Roadsides. Large pink sweet pea-like flowers 

Onagraceae  

Rosebay Willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium 

Riverbeauty  Chamerion latifolium  Zabellos 

Rosaceae 

Fragaria chiloensis  Coastal Strawberry  Pacific Rim National Park 

Ocean Spray   Holodiscus discolour 

Prickly Rose   Rosa acicularis 

Thimbleberry   Rubus parviflorus 

Salmon-berry  Rubus spectabilis 

Douglas’ Hardhack  Spiraea douglasii   Common, roadsides 
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Saxifragaceae 

Foam flower   Tiarella trifoliata    Elk Falls 

Scrophulariaceae 

Foxglove   Digitalis purpurea   Common, roadsides, introduced 

Shrubby Penstemon  Penstemon fruticosus   Zeballos 

American Brooklime  Veronica Americana 

Araceae  

Yellow Skunk Cabbage Lysichiton americanus   Big leaves in bogs, eaten by bears when 

they emerge in the spring 

Liliaceae 

Northern Riceroot   Fritillaria camschatcensis  marshes, Zeballos, in seed 

Wavy-leaved Cotton Moss Palgiothecium undulatum 

Step Moss   Hylocomium splendens 

Oregon Beaked Moss  Kindbergia oregano 

Species List Three -  Birds 

Common Loon   Gavia immer    Pacific Rim National Park 

Brandt’s Cormorant  Phalacrocorax penicillatus Ferry 

Pelagic Cormorant  Phalecrocorax pelagicus  Ferry 

Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias    Rivers, frequent 

Turkey Vulture   Cathartes aura    

Canada Goose   Branta canadensis   Common 

Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos   Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

Wood Duck   Aix sponsa   Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

White-winged Scoter  Melanitta fusca   20 +  

Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser  Zeballos 

Bald Eagle   Haliaeetus leucocephalus  Daily 

Peregrine   Falco peregrinus  

Sooty Grouse   Dendragapus fuliginosus  Female plus chick seen beautifully 

Sandhill Crane   Grus canadensis   Heard, Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

Killdeer   Charadrius vociferous    

Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca   Reifel Bird Sanctuary 
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Short-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus griseus  Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

Surfbird   Calidris virgata   Zeballos 

Pigeon Guillemot  Cepphus columba 

Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata  Common Johnstone Strait 

Mew Gull   Larus canus 

 California Gull   Larus californicus  

Glaucous -winged Gull   Larus glaucescens 

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 

Belted Kingfisher  Megaceryle alcyon  Seen frequently 

Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus 

Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber  

Steller’s Jay   Cyanocitta stelleri   Very common! 

Northwestern Crow  Corvus cauinus 

Common Raven  Corvus corax 

Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica  

Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricacallipus 

Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens 

Red-breasted Nuthatch  Sitta canadensis 

 Pacific Wren   Troglodytes pacificus 

Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa  

 American Robin  Turdus migratorius  

 European Starling  Sturnus vulgaris  

Cedar Waxwing   Bombycilla cedrorum  

 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata  

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys   Telegraph Cove 

Fox Sparrow   Passerella iliaca   Zeballos 

Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus  

 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater   Knight Inlet 
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 Species List Four - Other Marine Life 

Leather Star   Dermasterias imbricate  Bright red, white spots 

Bat Star   Asterina miniata  Blue 

Ochre Star   Pisaster ochraceus  Purple, orange or maroon! 

Red Sea Urchin  Strongylocentrotus franciscanus clutched by a sea otter! 

Blueband Hermit Pagurus samuelis  Rockpools 

Moon Jelly  Aurelia labiata 

Green Surf Anemone Anthopleura xanthogrammica Common, almost luminescent green  
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